
PARISH OFFICE, 838-6565  
Parish Fax  Number, 838-6566 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Matthew Mitas, ext 102 

Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Joseph Kroutil  
 

Parish Secretary 
Linda Brindley, ext 100 

Bookkeeper 
Monique Zykan, ext 109   
 

Music Director 
Sharon Churchill 
 

St. Vincent De Paul...ext 504 
 

Mary Ann Kauffman, ext 101 
 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Register in the parish office,                       
Mon-Fri, 8:00 am- 4:00 pm.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Baptism Instruction is to be  
scheduled with a parish priest. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
To be arranged with the parish  
priest at least six months prior. 

 
 
 

 

St. Angela Merici Parish  
 

 

December 24, 2017                                    3860 N. Hwy 67  
saintangelamerici.org                                              Florissant, MO 63034 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 



Mass Schedule 
Mon - Fri   8:00 am 
Saturday   Fir st Sat. of the month, 8:00 am           
Saturday    5:00 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday       7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays     8:30 am - 7:00 pm 
          7:00 pm - Perpetual Help &  
                Benediction 
Reconciliation 
Saturdays    4:00 - 4:45 pm 
Or by appointment, call 314-838-6565 
Perpetual Help Devotions  
Tuesdays      After  8:00 am Mass & 7:00pm 
Holy Day of Obligation Masses 
To Be Announced. 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Submit to the parish  
office by Monday at 4:00 pm. Please email no-
tices to:  brindley@stangelam.org. 
NEW PARISHIONERS:  Please register in the par-
ish office, Mon-Fri, 8 am - 4 pm. For more infor-
mation, call the Parish Office, 314-838-6565.  

  

Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrifice 
MINISTERS 

FOR NEXT WEEKEND, DEC. 30-31 &  
MONDAY JANUARY 1 

 

WEEKEND SERVERS  
5:00 pm  Veronica & Vicky Breen, Daena Talavera  
7:30 am  Kaitlyn Smith, 2 VOLUNTEERS NEED-
ED  
 9:30 am Jason Brady , Aaron Fenner, VOLUN-
TEER NEEDED 
11:30am Nadia Allar, 2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
MONDAY, JANUARY 1ST 
9:00 am  Veronica Breen, Daena Talavera VOLUN-
TEER NEEDED  
 

WEEKEND LECTORS 
5:00 pm  VOLUNTEER NEEDED, Claudia 
Bidleman  
7:30 am  Don Krause, Laura Augsburger  
9:30 am  Eric Spalding, Laura Vietmeier  
11:30 am  Jeanie McCrary, Julie Ratermann  
MONDAY, JANUARY 1ST 
9:00 am  Geoff Bullock, Claudia Bidleman 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MIN. OF HOLY COMMUNION 
5:00 pm - Jane Buchholz, Karen Dietz , Vitina 
Galati, Nora Kaikati, Diana & Ray Skubic,  
Shirley Sweney  
7:30 am - Margie Heppermann, Donna Krause,  
Harry Maier, Carol Pauli, Kenneth Schmalbeck,  
Theresa & William Watson  
9:30 am - Charles Aten, Donald & JoAnn Holdener,   
John & Sue Scheiding, Jean Tucker, Pat Vorwald  
11:30 am - Charles Danganan, Stephen Graham,  
Denyse Sternberg  
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 1ST 
9:00 am  George Bidleman, Claudia Bidleman,  
Theresa Prosser, Evelyn Kroutil, 2 VOLUNTEERS 
NEED  

        MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, December 25 
8:00 am - Joseph Solimando 
10:00 am - Chester Kuzawski 
Tuesday, December 26 
8:00 am - Darline Buffa  
Wednesday, December 27 
8:00 am - John Joseph Quinn 
Thursday, December 28 
8:00 am -  Elizabeth Landgraf 
Friday, December 29 
8:00 am - Evelyn M. Collins  
Saturday, December 30 
5:00 pm -  Kenneth Bertin 
Sunday, December 31 
7:30 am - People of the Parish 
9:30 am - Dorothy Mollerus  
11:30 am - Frances Bommarito 

WEEKEND GIFT BEARERS - DEC. 30 &31& 
JAN. 1ST 

 
 

Sat.  5:00 pm -  Ed & Karen Dafflitto 
Sun. 7:30 am -  Steve & Teri Hibbits 
Sun. 9:30 am -  Stephanie Dodson & Rob Tudor 
Sun. 11:30 am - The Navales Family 
Mon. 9:00am-  The Liceralde Family 



 From The Desk of Msgr. Matthew Mitas:  
REMEMBER THAT DECEMBER IS THE MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION! 
 

MASSES OF CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
 

     With Christmas being tomorrow (Monday), the Mass schedule is a bit skewed. We will, of course, have the 
usual weekend Mass schedule, but on Sunday, there will also be the two Masses of Christmas Eve (the “Vigil” 
Mass at 5:00PM and the 10:00PM “Midnight Mass”), and then on Monday (Christmas Day) we will have the 
“Mass at Dawn” at 8:00AM and the “Mass During the Day” at 10:00AM. 
 

     January 1, the Feast of the Divine Maternity of Our Lady, is not a holy day of obligation this year. Subse-
quently, we will not have an evening Mass on Sunday (New Year’s Eve), and, following our parish custom for 
national holidays, we will have just one Mass on New Year’s Day, at 9:00AM.  
 

PILGRIMS ASSEMBLE! 
 

     That includes would-be pilgrims as well! Come join us as we reminisce about our pilgrimage to the Marian 
shrines and Italy last October and share with us the joy and graces that were imparted and received. There will 
be a “slide show” of photographs from our trip in the lunchroom on Boxing Day, i.e., this Tuesday, Dec. 26,  
after the 7:00PM Devotions. All are welcome and free refreshments (sorry; no fruitcake!).  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 January 2: My catechism class resumes, in the parish meeting room after the 7:00PM Devotions.  
 

 January 27: Feast of St. Angela Merici. We will have our big Italian Food Night to honor her! 
 

 -(TBD): Pilgrimage to the EWTN Network complex in Alabama. We’re working out the details now, but 
 it should wind up being a 3 or 4-day sojourn (with an overnight stop in between) by bus for our  
 parishioner’s who would like to see and experience this vibrant and vital exercise of American  
 Catholicism. As I’ve indicated, we have nothing planned, not even the dates for the pilgrimage, but most 
 likely, it will be next spring. I expect it will cost around $350. 
  

QUIZ-A-CATHOLIC 
 

 This being Christmas week, let’s have this one on that great feast itself: 
 

 1. Why do we celebrate Jesus’ Nativity on December 25? 
 2. What is “Yule”? 
 3. Who were the joy-killing Scrooges of the 17th c. who outlawed Christmas? 
 4. When and where was the first “Midnight Mass” celebrated? 
 5. Why was it celebrated at midnight? 
 6. What’s the difference between a “hymn” and a “carol”? 
 7. What do these popular carols all have in common: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”, 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, and “We Three Kings of Orient Are”? 
 8. What is “Noel” and where does the word come from? 
 9. What nationality has given us the Christmas tree? 
 10. What is mistletoe? 
 

 ANSWERS:  1. Of course it is possible that Jesus actually was born on December 25 (it’s a 1-in-365.25 likelihood), and many 
of the early fathers of the Church (including the great Chrysostom!) believed that  that actually was the case. The Roman Church, how-
ever, when it declared Dec. 25 to be the Feast of Our  Lord’s Nativity in 330AD, admitted that Jesus’ actual birthday was unknown. 
Dec. 25 had been, up till that  point, the pagan feast of the “Unconquered Sun”, aka, “The Birthday of the Sun”, celebrated with lots of 
pagan-style partying which the Church could not suppress. By replacing the pagan feast with the Christian  one, the Church allowed the 
festivities to continue, but with a new focus and meaning (and less paganizing!).  After all, Scripture calls Jesus the “Sun of Justice”; what 
better day to celebrate the birth of the Sun than the  “Birthday of the Sun”? Having done that, the Church made it clear that it was a 
completely different  celebration, with no paganizing allowed! 2. This old Nordic word refers either to the month of December or 
the Winter Solstice (it was also a pagan feast among the Germanic peoples)  3. The infamous Puritans, who were trying to “purify” the 
Church of England from all its Roman “impurities”  4. At the church of St. Mary Major in Rome, in the 5th c. (St. Mary Major is the  



 

Features:  
This Week In Our Parish: 
Tuesday, December 26 
8:30 am - Eucharistic Adoration 
3:00 pm - Legion of Mary, Rectory Basement 
7:00 pm - Benediction 
After 7:00pm devotions—Slide show of Marian 
Shrines,  lunchroom 
Wednesday, December 27 
9:00 am - Quilters Meet, Rectory Basement 
Sunday, December 31 
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 940, Lunchroom 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: 
MaryAnn Hoven, Elisabeth Cisco, Rachael 
Lawson, Dorothy Martinelli, Joanne Cipolla,  
Jeff Gauthier, Barb Lehman, Lila Jones, Jen-
nifer Berkbigler, Sue Pitti, Mary Dietz, Rose-
mary Licato, Evelyn Finno, Claudette Ka-
zakian, Shirley Bertin, Jackie Carrol, Lisa Wil-
liford, Roy Wong, Guy Henriksen, Gary & 
Debbie Corcoran, Augustine & Ray Porter, 
Margaret Nolte, Billie Lawson, Jim & Eileen 
McMullen,  Bud Kushins, Kristine Lawson, 
Katie Horn, Debbie Gervich, Melodie & Jim 
Leonard, Neil MacKenzie, William Brennan, 
Carolyn Stokes, Jim Walsh, Allison Molner, 
William Timken, Eugene & Margaret Kluge, 
Laurie Kauffman, Juluis Lawson,  Carl Kling, 
Sr., Vincent Scognamiglio, Sara Hopf and Art 
Batson. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF WE NEED TO ADD OR 
REMOVE ANYONE FROM THEABOVE SO AS TO 
KEEP  OUR SICK LIST CURRENT.  THANK YOU! 

CONTINUED 

The Parish office will be 
closed on Monday, January 
1st due to the Holiday. 

site where the Manger of Bethlehem is preserved as a holy relic)  
5. Because there’s a pious legend that that was the hour of Jesus’ 
Birth  (don’t ask me why our  “Midnight Mass” is at 10:00PM!)  
6. They’re both songs sung in church, but  traditionally, “hymns” 
were very  solemn and “carols” were simple, festive, playful, and 
always in the vernacular  7. All were written/composed by Amer-
ican (Protestant) clergymen  8. It’s French for “Christmas”, 
probably a corruption of the Latin,  natalis (“birth”)  9. The 
Germans  (16th c.)  10. It’s a pedal affliction peculiar to priests 
and others who use or  hold the book of Mass prayers, whose 
name is the “Roman Missal”: athletes get “athletes’ foot” but 
priests get “missal-toe” (it is also possible for the people in the 
pews to get “missalette-toe”, so be careful) – Merry  Christmas! 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
\ 

 (All  of the following quotes are from the mind and pen 
of our good friend, the late Joseph Sobran:) 
 

 “The progressives have found no substitute 
for virtue. They can only offer such morbid stopgaps 
as contraception, abortion, and euthanasia…
Euthanasia is a fitting symbol: the last sacrament of a 
society that cannot aspire to heaven, but only to pain-
less annihilation.”  
 

 “As the state relieves us of our responsibilities 
to our parents and children, it increases our responsi-
bilities to itself. You may divorce your spouse, desert 
(or abort) your children, and abandon your parents, 
but your duty to pay taxes is absolute. There is no 
divorce or separation from the welfare state, till death 
to you part (and even then, inheritance taxes will eat 
up much of your legacy).”  
  

 “Christ is still quoted after 2,000 years. His 
words have a unique power that set them off from 
merely human words. Even two removes from their 
original language, they still penetrate us and rule our 
consciences…They have a supernatural effect on any-
one who is receptive to them…The words of Jesus, 
including those that Jefferson and the Jesus Seminar 
have blue-penciled, have unique permanence. They 
don’t merely survive as aphoristic wisdom: they have 
authority in our hearts, even when we try to deny 
them.” 

Easy way to support your parish.  Go to www.smile.amazon.com and log in with your usual  
Amazon.com account.  When it asks you which charity you would like to donate to search for and select 
“St. Angela Merici Catholic Church.  Now just shop as you normally would and a portion of your  
purchase will go towards St. Angela Merici.  Just remember to go to www.smile.amazon.com each time 
you want to make a purchase and Amazon will remember your charity selection. 



  

  Features:  
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE MEN &  
WOMEN 
Joshua Stremlau, Bradley Stremlau, Corey 
Rudroff, Steven Bennett, Jerrod Klug, Michael 
 Olwig, Pat Edwards-Parrish, Guthrie Stotser,  
Jonathan Buss, Brad Sanders, Matthew Meske, 
Jackie Cotter, J. Timothy Sullivan, Matthew  
Hawkins, John Reddan, Brandon Gruelle, Dustin 
Kyle, Jacob Doerle, Max Rose, Craig Richard-
son, Jacob and Joshua Graham 

CALL THE PARISH OFFICE IF YOU WISH 
TO ADD  A FAMILY MEMBER WHO IS IN 
THE ARMED FORCES. 

 

Sunday Collection - December 17, 2017 
 

Sunday Offering                      $   9,578 
Weekly Budget                   $ 12,857 
Weekly Over/Under                           -    $   3,279 
Fiscal Year To Date              -    $ 47,347 

 

ST. PATRICK CENTER –CASSEROLES PROGRAM – 2018 
 

Our Assignment:  A Chicken Noodle Casserole one month and a Spaghetti Casserole the next. Dis-
posable Pans are provided and are available in the vestibule of the Church the day before casse-
roles are due (from 8:15am)  Casseroles are preferably made in advance and frozen.  If you cannot make 
a casserole for every date assigned, that’s OK…..Any casseroles you can contribute are appreciated!   
The St. Patrick’s Center depends on our generosity and is sincerely thankful for our past and continued 
support. 
    

                             CHICKEN NOODLE      SPAGHETTI 
                             (First Thursday)    (Second Tuesday) 
                             January 4    February 13 
                             March 1    April 10 
                             May 3    June 12 
                             July 5    August 14 
                             September 6    October 9 
                             November 1    December 11 

 

Prepared casseroles (preferably made in advance and frozen) should be delivered to the Church vesti-
bule by 10:00am on the due date.  If you wish to deliver your casserole earlier than the due date they 
may be stored in the freezer in the Church Kitchen. 
Questions?  Please call Paddy Vytlacil at 355-5897 (Leave a message if necessary!) 
  

LADIES CLUB ANGELS 
The Ladies Club would like to 
thank all the angels, who donated 
to the nursing home collection. 
You made Christmas a little 

brighter for the residents. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 
 

What an awesome parish St. Angela’s 
is!  The response to the Advent Giving 

Tree was terrific.  In addition to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Center many of the gifts were de-
livered to families that we have helped through-
out the year.  Your gift to the SVDP Society 
brought light into the darkness surrounding the 
heart of those living in poverty bringing them the 
real, lasting and deep joy of Christmas.  We ap-
preciate your support for the Food Drive and the 
Advent Giving Tree. 



 

 

  Features:  

QUILT RAFFLE 
The winner of the Quilt was  
Sharon Taylor.  Quilter’s were 
able to donate $1100.00 for St. 
Vincent de Paul. 

 ST. ANGELA MERICI 2018 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY!  

There is still time to get your pic-
ture in the Parish directory.  We 
are trying to get them to come 

back for one more day, but we must guarantee 18 
families sign up for that to happen.  We only 
have four families right now and need 14 more. 
The date will be Wednesday, Jan. 10th.  You can 
bring a picture to the parish Office that we will 
get put into the book and this picture will not be 
returned.   

DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNBORN  
BABY—FOURTH MONTH 

Your spiritually adopted baby’s mother can fi-
nally feel the movements of her baby within her 
womb.  By the time this fourth month is over 
your baby will be 6 inches long.  His tiny heart 
has been beating since he was 21 days old.  Now 
this strong little heart pumps 6 gallons of blood 
every day (picture 6 milk cartons—your baby’s 
heart is a pumping miracle!  Your baby is be-
coming stronger and he likes to turn somersaults.  
Your baby has lots of nice skin but not much fat 
to fill it out so he looks a little wrinkly.  His skin 
is covered with vernix, a thick white cream 
which protects his skin from the salty amniotic 
fluid.  Your baby’s face is becoming prettier and 
he begins to resemble his parents. 

ROSES FOR LIFE WEEKEND 
The weekend of Jan. 6/7, please 
find in your pew some small silk 
Roses for Life.  Our Knights of 
Columbus have generously donat-
ed these roses to be used as a 
means of communicating from us, the parishion-
ers of St. Angela Merici Parish, to Representa-
tive Lacy Clay and Senator Claire McCaskill, 
that we believe every human life deserves legal 
protection.  Please sign a rose and drop it in a 
basket on your way out of church. If you wish to 
reach both legislators with your message, please 
sign two roses and then twist the stems together.  
Some of our parishioners will be in the lobby to 
collect them and will then carry them in the 45th 
Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C.  
Following the March our roses will be delivered 
to the offices of Representative Lacy Clay and 
Senator Claire McCaskill.  May God bless you 
and please keep our pilgrims in your prayers!   

The winner of the S.A.M. 150 CLUB 
drawing is  

JOHN & JAN MILLER 
Congratulations on winning $250! 

  

It’s not too late to join! 
YOU could be the next winner! 



The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-855-685-5703

Ave Maria
Gregorian Chants

conducted by
Lucien Deiss, CSSp

Available on CD ($17)

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

Lovely piano solos of many favorite songs
and hymns for listening pleasure.

Shall We Gather
by Jerry Galipeau

Available on CD ($17)

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

J.S. Paluch Company
Bulletin Advertising Sales Division

• Aggressive Advertising Sales Representative Needed

• Excellent Benefit & Commission Plan

• Earning Potential 60K+ Per Year - Full Time Only

• Must Have Strong Prospecting and Closing Skills

Please Contact Our Recruiter at: 800-621-5197, Ext. 2823
www.jspaluch.com EOE

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

031900 St Angela Merici Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW!800.809.3352
No Landline? No Problem!

* Real Time GPS Tracking * Fall Detection

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

WWiitthh  HHeeaarrttss  aanndd  VVooiicceess
SSoonnggss  aanndd  PPrraayyeerrss  ooff  aa  FFaaiitthhffuull  PPeeooppllee

More than 80 traditional Catholic songs and prayers
familiar to our moms and dads.

Large print for older eyes.

Book ($3), Four-CD Music set ($49.95), Spoken Prayers CD ($17.00)

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

400 W. Washington
830-2900

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender



RONSICK’S AUTO CARE
314-837-6250

RONSICKS.COM
14241 New Halls Ferry
Florissant, MO 63033

OIL CHANGE
up to$2395
5 qts

Most cars. Must present
coupon prior to service. Cannot

be combined with other
offers. One per family.

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

PINNACLE TREE SERVICE
Complete Tree Work - Free Estimates

Emergency Work

314-566-6712

(314) 895-3433

Bathroom Remodeling

CHUCK
LAWLESS

St. Angela Merici
Parishioner

THANK YOU to
St. Angela Merici’s

parishioner and
community for your
continuing support!

New Halls Ferry Rd. in Florissant
www.cerame.com

314-838-2400
VOSS AUTOMOTIVE INC.

1685 N. Hwy. 67
M-F 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

837-3500
031900 St Angela Merici Church (A)

Perceptive Reflections on God’s Beauty

Defining Beauty
Danielle Rose

CD $17

Thought-provoking Contemporary Music

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
www.wlpmusic.com

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

Tax & Accounting Services
Bob Gremminger

3633 Afshari Circle
Florissant, MO 63034

314-839-1584

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Individual, Child, Family, and Marriage Counseling

1385 Harkee Drive, Florissant, MO 63031

314-831-1533 / www.cfsstl.org

Personal Counseling and Psychiatry

New solo piano CD
by composer Peter Kolar

Beautiful, classically-inspired arrangements of
Catholic hymns in the style of Beethoven,

Brahms, Mozart, and Bach.

www.wlpmusic.com
800-566-6150

ROOFING, INC.
Specialists In Quality 
Reroofing & Repairs

Member RCGA and NRCA
Fully Insured For Your Protection

Financing Available
Since 1978 FREE ESTIMATES

We accept: M/C  VISA  DISCOVER AMEX

314-837-4671 • 636-949-6821
IL: 618-207-4175

www.dawsonroofing.com

Dawson

839-3332
Matt Goldkamp

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70
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